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Saving and Enriching Lives in Ethiopia

RossPiece Another bnancial year has almost gone and now could be a good time to consider your donations to favourite cat
maximise your taxeturn. | hope that you will think diVellWishers in your deliberations.

| am pleasedto inform you that the fundraisingdinnerin Canberrain April was very successful. With the help of some
generouslonationsRobynandherhelpersraisedabout$12,000- enoughfor 2 muchneededwvells, pluswe gainedmanynew
supporters fo\ellWishers Congratulations to all involved and many thanks to our sponsors.

Membership subscriptionse@due fom 1 July 2008. Only Pnancial members will be able to vote at our AGM (see below).

Apologies for the delay ineceipting donations made in April and May (I was on holidays). €beipts will be issued later this month.
Be assud that all donationseceived prior to 30 June 2008 will be formadlgaipted for 2007/08 Pnancial year

NEWS IN BRIEF

A SupportesStoly ThankYou,AngliCORD New PostalAddress  Village Benebciaries More Good News Donations of $55
In April, a US couple  Our 3 year long, ggat  To enable efpcient i In 2008/09 our Friend  For $55 a typical
returned fom Ethiopia. ~arrangement with control of mail, parti- will again match all family gets a sharof a
He had emigrated 35  AngliCORD Pnishes at cylarly when | am donations on a 1:1 new well. Why not
years ago leaving rural the end of this month. away Wellwishers basis.Now howevera  stretch your budget to
Sakba village 8 years  See below for further  now has its own postalRecent surveys show maximum of $60,000  make a monthly
earlier Read Ghebr details and new excitinggddess. that villagers eceiving worth of donations will  donation? Contact

Gebegziabeh&@ developments. PO BOX 670 clean water in a village be matched, an inease Ross to facilitate
emotional story over MULLUMBIMBY  now varies fom 500  of $5,000. a monthly
the page. NSW 2482 to 750 people. SINCERE THANKS. payment_ \

drawing the rafl3e & also ActewAGL
for their generosity to WellWishers

NATIONAL RAFFLE FAREWELL TO ANGLICORD, WELCOME TO CWS

WE HAVE A WINNER! At the end of this month, we say farewell to AngliCORD as

our Australian Partner. | personally would like to thank Greg
Thompson and his staff for their service, help and advice
over the past 3 years.

As quite a few unsold tickets were
returned, we just failed to raise
enough funds for awell. Happily, a
supporter topped up the shortfall.
Thank you to all those who bought
and sold tickets.

From 1 July 2008, our partner will be CWS, the community
developmentarm of NCCA (www.ncca.og.ay). CWS will not be
providing any monitoring services within Ethiopia, enabling

Congratulations to Peter a
supporter from Sydney, on winning
this great prize. We hope to run
the raff3e again next year

Pictured is John Mackay, CEO of
ActewAGL, (CanberraOssupplier of
electricity, gas & water), drawing the
rafe with Trustee Robyn Beetham of

OlnAustralia, fresh water for human
consumption is taken for grantedO,
Mr Mackay. said, Obutin Ethiopia it

is a very (different story,
particularly in regional areas.
ActewAGL is therefore pleased to

WellWishers to spendmore on wells eachyear CWS will however
provide the same tax deductibility status.

The on-the-gpund monitoring will continueto beprovidedat a high
levelby NCA, an independentNorwegianNGO that hasoperatedn

Ethiopiafor over30years. NCA hasbeerundertakingthis important
activity sincethe formation of WellWishers and we are very happy
with the level of expertisegrided by them.

As befoe, no pastoral activities ainvolved with this ppgramme.

Canberra. We thank Mr Mackay for assistWellWishersin its endeavours.O

IMPORTANT NOTICE wellwishersFirst Annual General meeting will be held at 4pm on Monday 8 September 2008 at
132 Leicester St, Carlton \ttoria. All supporters and members are encouraged to attend. TheAgenda will be posted to all those
who are interested, so please feel fee to contact me for a copy RossAllan will be r etiring as a trustee and being eligible will be
seeking re-election at theAGM. Please note only members Pnancial fom 1 July 2008 will be eligible to vote (including by pr oxy).
Our thanks to Oxfam Australia for making space available for the meeting.

Please become a Member of WellW ishers - all you need do is complete this form, return it to the addr ess below with the annual
membership fee for 2008/09 of $1.00 (payable with 2 x 50¢ stamps). For the successful democratisation of yourrust, | urge you
to become a member

Application for Membership of ~ WellWishers Trust

N A E e
ADDRESS POSTCODE
Contact:  RossAllan,PO Box 670MULLUMBIMBY NSW 2482 Emaiifo@wellwishersethiopia.com Telephone: 02.6684 3524 1
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Ghebre's Story

Ghebre's brst visit to Ethiopia came after he had found a 2004 article on the

internet which mentioned his birth village of Sakba. OMe had found Sakba
thanksto an article by RossAllan from Australia. He hadbuilt a waterwell

near Sakbaand we wrote askinghowto getthere. (I hadleft asa child and

did not know anymerhow to get ther).

He left his village forever and due to remoteness& communication difPculties,
had no contact with any of his family sincethat time. He movedto Addis Ababa
and later migrated to the USA. OMrAllan connectedus with the REST
Organisationin Mekelle Weredekaa staff membemreseachedour family &

found the information. Wmade a plan to meet.O

Ghebre and his wife Viola, made their brst visit in January 2007 Oto meet
family, relativesand friends. Arriving in Addis Ababa 35 years later was
shocking. The city has expanded,pollution is serious. The airport is
amazinglymodern,the designspectacularSeeingold friends was exciting
and brought a lot of memories. We flew to Mekelle,my nephewKidane
greetedus,hewasborn after| left the country RESTarrangeda four wheel
drive for rent to take us to Sakba.

Everyfamily membemwasgatheedandwaiting in mybirth place.My sisters
welcomednewith hugsandtears. Theeventwasoverwhelmingor me.The
minutel sawtheir faces,| realisedhowhard life is for them,their handsand
feetare full of calluseswhenl touchedthem.Everythingfelt too small, the
house etc.Also| could not find extragrains stored like in the old days.\We
usedto have manydifferent grain reservesand a lot of it. The mudbed |

usedto sleepon and other thingsin the househad changed.The area has
dried up a lot. Seams ae nowhee to be seen.

| visitedSt.MarysChurch whete we usedto worship.We took family pictures
in frontof myhousel wasill with theflu anddecidedto go backto the hotel
afterabout2 hours.| told theml would comebackthe nextdaybut| did not
makeit becausel was confused- it was too difficult to deal with their
conditions and lifestyle.

After wearrived in Addiswe gota call fromfamily - theywantedmeto come
back.| told myfamily | would be backsometimesoon.We flew backto LA.O
Ghebre later told Rosshe was sooverwhelmedemotionally and with the
conditions people lived in being so different to what he had become
accustomed to, he was ashamed to say he couldnOt cope.

Ghebre and Viola decided to fund a well after their 2007 visit to
Ethiopia. O\ thoughtthat the bestway to help my family and the residents
of Mai Gasha/Sakba aa, would be to build a wed
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Ghebre was much moe prepared for his 2nd visit in 2008.

OWhemwe arrived in March (2008)the well wasalmostcomplete Upon our
arrival in Addiswe metWeredekalwho wasthere for work. He flew with us
to Mekelleand organiseda field trip to Sakbawith otherRESTmembersOn
Satudaywe metfamily and communitymembersiextto thewell. Thele was
a celebration marked with greetings,speechedy the REST people and
communityrepresentativesand dancing. We observedthe REST people
working with the community Thee were priests and residents with
Ethiopian flags witnessing the inauguration. After that ceremony we
celebrated with the family and RES&ople in my family house.

We spentthe entire nextday on the road, visiting the manywells that Ross
and his organisationhavedug with REST Peoplebroughtfoodto the fields
to celebratewith us and thankedeveryoneor the water We sawthemgrow
vegetablesfomatoes,onions, corn, peppers.One well is a huge progress
and saves lives.

On Monday we ate lunch in my sisters house with relatives. The well
workerswete still doingfinishingtouchesWe hadtimefor sightseeingtops
to a mountainchurch and a museumMy brother who | neversawin 35
years, called to let us know that he was coming from Matamma,at the
Sudaneséorder, within 3 days.He came& spenttimewith ustill heleft for
Sakba with the priest to meet my sisters which he never met in 35 years.

We flew back to Addis & returnedto the U.S. This trip was enjoyable&
productive but | can sensethe hardships of my family. As a child even
though | was working hd, life was easier

For meit is the biggestrewand to seethemagain, sharing ideas, talking,
laughing in the little time we had. | did my best. Thanksto Viola | have
valuable videos & great pictures which | will always treasue. Mola

handledthe cglture shockreally well. | would neverhavemaQeit, without
finding Ross@nternet article or his follow-up help & advice.O

If you prefer a hard copy of this Newletter rather than by email, | would be happy to provide this. It may make it easierfor you to passa

copy onto friends & family.

Back-copies of all Newletters are available upon request and may also be viewed on the website -

www .wellwishersethiopia.com is still in infancy and we would appreciate feedback from you about the information provided and if there are
areas we can improve. WeOd also love you to send our website link to anyone you know who may be interested in WellWisherswork.
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Please note that Donations are to be in favour of ONellWishersOand posted to the address at the bottom of this Newsletter. This ensures we
take advantage of the before mentioned $1 for $1 extra donation. About 95% of funds raised go to the actual Wells projects. Thee are no
pastoral activities related to this project. All donations over $2.00 within Australia, are T ax Deductible

DONA TIONS: $6,000 povides 1 Well - The Friend®s 1:1 donation (up to a limit) gives 2 wells, helping up to 1,500 people

! D Please tick Squae only if interim r eceipt is required (you automatically r eceive one later fom our Australian partner)

Enclosed is my Donation of $

Address (incl. postcode)

(Cheque/MO attached - in favour oWWellWisherg

OR: Debit my Visa/MasterCar d/Bankcar d - Please circle your card type (automatic periodical payments available)

NAME ON Cal: ..covviieeeeeie et !

(OF= o Il 1N (01041 1= o TR A

Name for Receipt Purposesif dif ferent to account name:!

You Can Donate Online:

CSIGNALUIE. e

EXPINY Date: e

WWW .ourcommunity .com.au/wellwishers

2 Contact: RossAllan, PO Box 670MULLUMBIMBY NSW 2482

Emaiifo@wellwishersethiopia.com Telephone: 02.6684 3524



